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"Frankfort Faces” is a series that high-
lights people from within the Frankfort
and Franklin County community. Each
feature fallows ane of the city's most
unique pe}sonaﬁties and Includes a
story, photos and video, which can be
found by clicking the TV icon attached
to the siory online at state-journal.
com.
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ach Ociober, Frank-
fortactress Freida
Vinegarperforms by
candlelight instead
of spotlight.
Freida is in het ninth

year narrating the histori-
cal Halloween play “Ghosts
of Frankfort” as Han-

nah, a stave in the home of
Sen, John and Margaretta
Brown.

Using the foyer at Liberty
Hall as their stage, Freida
and her fellow “ghosts” tell
the story of the Browns' ar-
rival in Prankfort and the
joyful and tragic years that’
followed.

Acting amid dim lights
and delicaie antiques can
be tough, Freida says, but
it’s not the biggest challenge
she's faced.

Since hitting the stage for

ires of

achurchplay in 2000, she
haslanded lead roles, por-
trayed a 90-year-old wom-
an, and acted sans script in
impravisational comedies.

Last month, she even
performed on a moving
train for an audience of 72
passengers.

“T've learned something
from each play, each perfor-
mance, each director,” said
Freida, a systems consultant
at the Commonwealth Of-
fice of Technology.

“Ithink that lam a men-
tor simply because I've
been there a while, but not
because I've got all the an-

swers — by any stretch.”

AFrankfort resident
since 1990, Freida has
worked in state government
for 20 years.

Her acting debut came
nearly a decade ago, when
she gotalead role in “Flying
West.”

“That's when the theater
bug hit,” she said.

The play, a fundraiser for
her church, sold out three
performances at the 144-
seat theater in Lexington's
downtown libirary. But the
spotlight didn't intimidare

See FRANKFORT FACE, A7

. STATE JOURNAL/KELLY MAC
Freida Vinegar and Michael Ghant rehearse a scene from
“Ghosts of Frankfort.” ‘
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the brand-new actor.

“Tdidn't know wharin
the world I was getting into,”
she said. “I thinkI enjoyed
learning so much, thatT
didn't really have time tc be
nervous about what [ was
doing.”

She went on to play family
rmattiarch Lena Younger in
“A Raisin in the Sun,” apro- .
duction of the Actor's Guild
of Lexingtort. She based the
character on the filmver-
sion, but also on her mother’
and aunnts,

“I could pull all of those
folks together and come
up with a composite thatI
thought would be well suited
for Lena,” she said. ~

“It just deepened the bite
. ingHannah. The role has

thatI'd gotten andireally .,
enjoyed it.” -

italso helped herlearn
theater terminclogy and the
ins and outs of acting.

She continued to work
with the Acter’s Guild, and
has since taken roles with
Anderson County Commus,
nity Theatre, Woodford The-
atre, Lexington Children's
Theatre, Farmington His-

. toric Plantatior: in Louisville
and Bluegrass Mystery The-
atre.

Freida says her role in
“Ghosts of Frankfort” - like
her entire acting career—
happened by accident,

"The role of Hannah was
added to the tast after Lib-
erty Hall staff members
learned about her through
Margaretta Brown's letters.
Freida's friend recommend-
ed her, and they asked if she
would audition,

“Theywanted to try to
change the direction of the
play alittle bit, and tell the
story of the house from the
servant’s point ofview,” she
said.

“She would have been
there at all times and seen

- allthings.”

But that uncharted first
year brought apprehension
among her cast mates, When
she asked her firsi director if

“she should pertray a stereo-
typical slave, he said no.

“Ithink there was an un-
easiness there because |
would be playing a slave,”
shesaid. “It's'a part—thisis
theater. Of course, stavery
was controversial through-
outthe South, especially

here in Kentucky

“But as a matter of fact,
Irather enjoyed it. It didn't
bother me at alL.”

Barly on, Freida gave the
play its signature closing,
Hannah thanks the audi-
ence and warns the chiidren
that ghosts like Snickers
bars-ifthey don'twantto”
be haunted, they'll have to
bring some nexi year.

“There have been sev-
eral times when young kids
returning bring Snickers
bars back with them to next
year's performance,” she
said.: ,

“It was spontaneous, and
it has been almost the signa-
ture closing of the playsince
I've beeninvoived.”

Nine years later, Freida
says she still enjoys play-

changed each year, as staff
members transcribe more
letters from Margaretty
Brown. .

“It’s not like playing the
same role each year,” she
said, “The part grows, the
knowledge about the part
grows, s0 it's an ongoing
thing.”

Not much is known about
Hannah's earlylife. She was
married to Miles, and the
couple had seven children.
She guided Margaretta, es-
pecially through times of
tragedy and loss, and kept
the househeld going,

She also watched Frank-
fort growup around her.
From dirtroads to paving,
horse-drawn carts to trains,
acity was born out of fron-
tier wilderness.

“While she could never
envislon or embrace the idea
that she would befree, she
could envision that for her
children,” she said.

“Butldon'tthink Hannah
was one of those types to be
waiked on either, She didn’t
have an abrasive personali-
ty, but she did have a foreeful
personality.”

The Browns treated Han-

‘nah and Miles weil, Fre-

ida said, and eventually set
them free,

The 30-minute play is
partof a three-part Hallow-
een tour that includes stops
at the Orlando Brown kouse,
Liberty Hall and Fort Hill.

The cast performs five
shows a night, with 10-min-
ute breaks. They aren't paid
for thejr participation, aside

_from a dinner between per-

formances.

As the evening progress-
es, the room gets darker and
spookier, Freida says, There
have even been thunder-
storms during the play.

"Sometimes we have had
claps of thunder punctuate
different parts of the show,”
she said. “And [ don'tknow
ifour director and the good
Lord up above talked, but
someumes it's been nght on
cue.”

There is no separation
between the actors and
the audience in “Ghosts of
Frankfort.”

"Lthink itinvolves the
audience more in that there
is no separation, and italso
gives us license to break
that fourth wall - and break
iLwith impunity,” she said.

“We are talk¥ng to the
audience, and instead of
standing away from them at
a distance, it's much more
intimate and believable.”

But there can be chal-
lenges too. Sometimes teen-
agerstry toirk the actors, or
friends or family members
are waiching trom the audi-
ence.

"You have to be very

careful about not breaking
character,” she said. "Seeing
somecne you kinowis one

of the fastest ways to break
character becaise you want
to socialize with that per-
son.”

One evening early in Oc-
tobhet, cast members gath-
ered in the foyer of Liberty
Hall to rehearse.

They started, sitting in
a circle of folding chairs,
reading through lines from
their scripts. Freidabegins
o teli the rale of “happiness,
sorrow, birth and death.”

Freida sits next to her
on-stage husband, Miles,
played by Michael Ghant. As
he hits a tough set oflines
perfectly, shegiveshima
discreet thumbsup.

Commonwealth's At-
torney Larry Cleveland is
there. 8¢ is Rick Paul, owner
of the White Light Diner.
The actors in "Ghosts of
Frankfort” run the gamut of
seasoned spotlight holders
0 new performers, she says.

Without hesitation, Fre-
ida says her favorite roles
are in comedies or lmpravi-
sational theatre.

"“Itis amazing what the
human brain can come

up with when it isn't con-
strained by a scrint,” she
said.

“You always have tobe in
the moment and depend on
your fellow actors, and they
have to depend on you.”

Even veteran actors can

" be intimidated by improv
theatre—they're used to the
security ofhaving a script
to follow. But as a relatively
new actor, Freida says she
likes the freedom of just
winging it, evenif it means

drawing a blank sometimes.

- “That’s when yeur fellow

~ actors come to your rescue,”

~ghe said.
In her spare time, Freida

;. writes poetry and creative

prose, and she is in charge
" ofher church's newsleiter.
She plans to keep acting
asloiig as she is able, with
agoal oflanding more lead
roles.

“Plays are truly an en-
semble cast, butIlike the
respensibility and the chal-
lenge of being in the lead
role,” she said.

She'd also like to see
more rofes for older actors
and multi-cultural produc-
tlons, either in storyline or
casting, to represent the
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Jeffrey Masser directs freida Vinegar and Michael Ghant as they reherse “Ghosts of Frankfort.” This is Freida's ninth year playing
the role of Hannah, a slave in the Orlando Brown House.

changing American family
_ Either therearen't

enough minorities audi-
tioningor theyaren’t being
chosen, she sajd. She says
it's a shame that no one els:
has ever tried out for her
“Ghests of Frankfort” role,

“When adirector tells m
that I'm not cast because 1
can'tbe sameone’s sister o1
moether or aunt,” she said,
“Itake that asahard pill te
swallow.”

Twenty years after mov-
ing to Frankfort, Freidasay
the city is now her home.
That gives special signifi-
cance to telling parti of its
history each fall.

5till, many residents
don'tknow about Liberty
Hall or its history. When
shejoined the cast, she had
never heard of "Ghosts of
Frankfort”

She hopes to stay with
the play as long as possible,
buit she would like to go on
the tour at some point,

“There's a great treasure
right there, but younever
bother to go and visit that
treasure,” shesaid.

“Tlove being able to do
this play in Frankfort, It's
partof e at this point.”




