}'eff teen bflsed her play
Gn younger brothers games __

_ By _Jenna Esa‘:_-ey
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After all, she’s only 18 and d semor at
: Jeffersonville High Sehigol..: '

But she'saw her first play, “Irnagmatlon,” staged last =
Weekend at Actors Theatre of Lomsw_]le as part of o

Anabélle said her inspiration cainie from Watchmg :
- her young brother, ' Chase Alexander, playing
games he created: 2y thou sht that would be'a g_o'odf i
play,” she said. -~ & L
Imagmatmn"tells &35 ri
who-entertains himself at home Whﬂe his mother
has gone shopping: : o
“We all did that stu_ﬁ“ Whe_ we were kids,” Ana-
belle said. “You know; the lava game and you can 't
touch the floor” : :
Entering its fifth yeir; the New V01ces Play Festl- '. :
val uses the 22-mernber Acting’ Apprentlce Com-_
pany to stage the youths” works. :

- “Each year the productions have ecome o e'
realized,” said Lee Look; New. Voices coordinator.
“We started with stage readings. _Thls year we had.
fully reahzed productlons o
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With  approximately
250 plays submitted, nar-
rowing the field to only
eight was a daunting task,
Look said. “I'm looking for
compelling characters that
want something very spe-
cific” he said. “T'm looking
for something that 1 be-
lieve.” :

Anabelle said she al-
ways wanted to be a writer
and seeing her creation
brought to life on stage
was a thrill. “T'm just excit-
ed to be a part of the whole
thing,” she said. “Igot tobe
part of the whole “back-
stage thing, They're seri-

joke around.

“1 have it set in my head
and I get to see it come out
on stage,” she said. “Those
are my words, and (the
production) is so much
more than 1 wanted and
more than I imagined.”

She said she wrote the
play last school year inher
third-year theater class,
Advanced Acting. It was
part of the Playwriting in
the Schools Program
through Actors Theatre.

Patti Miller, Jeff High's
theater teacher, wrote a
grant in conjunction with
Fund for the Arts specifi-

cally for the New Voices

program. Two of her the-
ater classes, about 35 stu-
dents, took part in the pro-

The play is about a young boy

‘her

Rausch wielded swords as Mosser and: Anah
who entertains himself at home while his

gram  last -si)ring, and

wrote scripts. All of their
completed scripts were

submitted to the New

Voices program.

“] was sure I wasnt go- . -
ing to win,” Anabelle said. - -

] had no expectation at all

I had seriously forgotten T

about it.”

© Miller received word
frorh Actors Theatre in
March that Anabelle’s play
had been selected. “1 'was

seriously excited when I -

got the word,” Miller said. ‘
-“They were going tonotify 1
by mail but Lee gave 3
‘me the OK to tell her” i
ous about it, but they still -

Accompanied by. prin-
cipal Steve Motris, Miller

tracked Anabellé down in’
her English class and de- with

livered the news along
with roses and- balloons
from the theater depart-
merit.

 «This was my first
play” Anabelle said. “T
never imagined I could ac-

tually write .a play that p

would be performed.”
The eight plays in this

year's New Voices festival

offered a lot of variety

Coming first in the run- P

ning order, “Imagination”

would be ‘considered a .

comedy. | - '
“Mine’s thc shortest

play Ieading—wise because "

mine is basically all physi-
cal comedy and action”




